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IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT PUTNAM COUNTY

      Putnam County covers 827.3 square miles.
      Population:  74,799  

	County
	Labor Force

	Alachua
	132,320

	Bradford
	12,757

	Clay
	94,635

	Marion
	139,170

	Putnam 
	33,090

	St. Johns 
	92,778

	Volusia
	252,776

	Source:  State of Florida Agency for WorkForce Innovation Nov 2009


	Annual Average Unemployment Rate

	 
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	Nov-09

	Employment
	29,526
	30,158
	30,254
	30,336
	28,847

	Unemployment
	1,324
	1,169
	1,478
	2,364
	4,243

	Unemployment Rate
	4.30%
	3.70%
	4.70%
	7.20%
	12.80%

	Source: Fl Research and Economic Database & Agency for WorkForce Innovation Nov 2009


	Average Annual Employment,
	%

	%  by Category, 2008
	

	Natural Resource & Mining
	3.5

	Construction
	5.9

	Manufacturing
	11.7

	Trade, Transportation & Utilities
	19.4

	Information
	0.4

	Financial Activities
	4.2

	Professional & Business Services
	6.8

	Education & Health Services
	12.4

	Leisure & Hospitality
	7.8

	Other Services
	3.7

	Government
	24.1

	Source:  Florida Legislature: Office of Economic & Demographic Research


	Labor Force Commuting Patterns

	 
	% Employed Outside

	County
	County of Residence

	Alachua
	6.5

	Bradford
	Not Reported

	Clay
	53.6

	Flagler
	36.1

	Marion
	16.0

	Putnam
	32.8

	St. Johns
	42.0

	Source:  U. S. Bureau of the Census: 2008 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimate


	Top Employers

	 
	 

	Employer
	Est. Jobs

	Putnam County School Board
	1450

	Georgia-Pacific, Palatka Operations
	1040

	St. Johns River Water Management District
	700

	Putnam County Government
	600

	PRC
	525

	Putnam County Medical Center
	525

	Wal-Mart
	523

	Georgia Pacific, Plywood
	430

	Seminole Electric Cooperative
	280

	Putnam County Sheriff's Office
	250

	St. Johns River Community College
	225

	City of Palatka
	170

	Winn Dixie Stores
	170

	PDM Bridge, Inc.
	150

	Lowes
	125

	Home Depot
	120

	Lafarge Gypsum
	120

	CDR Systems Corporation
	110

	Source:  Putnam County Chamber of Commerce.


UPDATED 1/10
TAX ROLL STATISTICS
The amount of taxes that a 1-mill tax levy would generate for the Board of County Commissioners is calculated as follows:

2009 Final Roll Taxable Value:  Real Property                $ 3,080,186,859

                                  Tangible Personal Property              $    865,501,171
2008 Final Roll Taxable Value:   Real Property
         $ 3,193,336,296

                                Tangible Personal Property 
         $    840,884,722

Total Taxable Value




         $ 4,034,221,018

1 mill Tax Levy Equals




         $       4,034,221

The amount of property on the tax roll: 
2008 Final Roll Just Value:         Real Property
         $ 6,296,625,943 


          

      Tangible Personal Property
         $ 1,500,722,990  

2007 Final Roll Taxable Value:   Real Property      
         $ 3,388,906,458

                                Tangible Personal Property
         $    788,716,202










UPDATED 1/10
	

	
	TAX EXEMPT PROPERTIES 

         Approximate Number 
	
	

	Name
	
	            of Tax Exempt Acres
	
	                          Total Market Value 

	Putnam Co District School Board
	
	514.47
	
	                              $              155,694,950

	Putnam County
	
	3,041.54
	
	$                49,837,991

	Board of Trustees of SJRCC
	
	91.25
	
	                              $                20,940,976

	University of Fla Foundation Inc.
	
	4,932.31
	
	$                12,675,318

	St. Johns River Water Management Dist
	
	28,181.77
	
	$                81,437,149

	State of Fla Dept of Transportation
	
	343.34
	
	$                  4,095,212

	Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
	
	57.23
	
	$                     171,600

	TIITF/DACS
	
	2,206.11
	
	$                  8,838,157

	TIITF/State Sovereign
	
	5,104.02
	
	$                     201,828

	TIITF/F WCC
	
	5,661.22
	
	$                15,783,819

	TIITF/AG-Forestry
	
	6,709.27
	
	$                21,366,418

	TIITF/Dep-Greenways + Trails
	
	20,708.52
	
	$                41,887,682

	TIITF/SFWMD
	
	119.91
	
	$                     359,730

	TIITF/SJRWMD
	
	1,379.58
	
	$                  3,644,184

	TIITF/Div of Forestry
	
	13.30
	
	$                     426,382

	TIITF/Dep Rec + Parks
	
	6,586.31
	
	$                21,842,563

	TIITF/Dep Hwy Safety
	
	1.38
	 
	$                  1,136,247

	TIITF/DOE-Blind Services
	
	0.43
	
	$                       10,290

	TIITF/DOE-University of Florida
	
	625.05
	
	$                     156,275

	TIITF/Dept of Corrections
	
	85.4
	
	$                  4,988,788

	TIITF/State of Florida
	
	45,279.59
	
	$                  9,112,733

	United States of America
	
	25,581.33
	
	$                72,327,106

	United States Postal Service
	
	4.47
	
	$                  2,605,318

	United States Marshals Service
	
	2.18
	
	$                     519,400

	Putnam County Community Development
	
	0.10
	
	 $                        3,113

	Putnam County Development Authority
	
	162.80
	
	$                     923,358

	Putnam County Port Authority
	
	317.97
	
	$                15,573,610

	City of Palatka
	
	1,292.74
	
	$                60,346,159

	Palatka Gas Authority
	
	1.22
	
	$                     108,379

	Palatka Housing Authority
	
	90.37
	
	$                18,933,808

	City of Crescent City
	
	116.6
	
	$                  4,110,839

	Crescent City Library Board Inc
	
	0.94
	
	$                     781,364

	Interlachen (Town of)
	
	68.96
	
	$                  1,723,454

	Pomona Park (Town of)
	
	16.83
	
	$                     994,566

	Welaka (Town of)
	
	74.02
	
	$                  1,960,439

	Historic Melrose Inc
	
	3.22
	
	$                       27,370

	Rails-To-Trails Conservancy
	
	7.37
	
	$                       23,970

	Florida Audobon Society
	
	56.37
	
	$                     193,513

	<TAX EXEMPT TOTALS-- Prepared from 2009 tax roll as of 01/13/10>
	
	159,439.49
	
	                                         $635,764,058.00                                         


TOTAL COUNTY ACREAGE



529,242
UPDATED 1/10
· ROADS (miles)




Federal

204.2





State
  
140.8





County
            527.5 paved






         1,115.0 unpaved





TOTAL          1,987.5 
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	     BUDGET
	
	

	                                 
	
	
	

	                                  THE 2009-2010 PUTNAM COUNTY BUDGET
	

	                                                        AT A GLANCE
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources
 
	
	
	

	          Ad Valorem Taxes
	
	 $ 35,029,329 
	

	          Other Taxes
	
	    4,938,478 
	

	          Charges for Services
	    6,509,025 
	

	          Licenses & Permits
	      474,150 
	


	          State Revenue Sharing
	    1,280,924 
	

	          State Sales Tax
	
	    2,626,349 
	

	          Special Assessments
	    7,458,559 
	

	          State and Local Gas Tax
	    3,788,772 
	

	          Grants
	
	    6,089,935 
	

	          Other Intergovernmental Revenues
	    4,183,888 
	

	          Miscellaneous
	
	    1,655,345 
	

	          Other financing sources: 
	
	

	1.      Debt Proceeds
	
	   12,338,668 
	

	2.      Transfers In
	
	    1,276,267 
	

	3.      Internal Services
	
	    8,390,654 
	

	            ●   Fund Balance Appropriation
	
	    8,606,086 
	

	
	Total
	
	 $104,646,429 

	 Major Expenditure Categories 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	    General Government
	
	 $ 20,338,042 
	

	    Court Costs
	
	    1,358,400 
	

	    Law Enforcement 
	
	   17,901,614 
	

	    Emergency Medical Services
	
	    5,229,064 
	

	    Other Public Safety
	
	    9,199,783 
	

	    Transportation 
	
	   14,574,500 
	

	    Health Care Costs 
	
	    6,133,745 
	

	    Culture and Recreation 
	
	    2,115,535 
	

	    Other Operational Expenses
	
	    7,103,495 
	

	    Capital Improvement Projects 
	   15,449,872 
	

	    Debt Service
	
	    3,967,090 
	

	   Reserves                                                            
	    1,275,289 
	

	
	Total
	
	 $104,646,429 


UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
 PROPERTY TAX REFORM
OFFSET FUNDING FOR FISCALLY CONSTRAINED COUNTIES 

 
BACKGROUND:
 
The passage of Amendment 1 is causing dire consequences for Florida’s small, fiscally constrained counties, where property tax revenues are already inadequate to pay for essential services. Doubling the homestead exemption to $50,000 is having a negative fiscal impact in small counties, and it further exacerbates their financial situation.                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:
 
The Legislature is requested to provide an appropriation that would continue the funding level in fiscally constrained counties to that which existed prior to the passage of Amendment 1.  
 
EFFECT:
With a dedicated recurring resource appropriation to offset the loss of revenues for the fiscally constrained counties, Putnam County will be in a more tenable position to provide a moderate level of services to our citizens.  






UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
POTABLE WATER SYSTEMS AND WASTEWATER FACILITIES FUNDING

BACKGROUND:

Counties have increasingly become involved in providing the public with potable water and effective wastewater treatment facilities through central utility systems.
ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Increase the grant funding for wastewater and potable water supply systems.
EFFECT:
Enable counties to expand or establish systems that will result in improved drinking water and reduce environmental pollution from ineffective and inefficient individual wastewater systems.
UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

                     SMALL COUNTY ROAD PROGRAMS

BACKGROUND:

The Small County Road Programs are critical to Putnam County’s transportation issues. The Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) and the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) have provided necessary transportation funding for continued road improvements.  

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Support continuation of monies generated by statewide gas tax collections to the State Transportation Trust Fund to ensure essential transportation programs such as the Small County Road Assistance Program (SCRAP) and the Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) are fully funded.
EFFECT:

Continuation of these vital programs will enable counties to resume much needed road improvements.  













UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
INMATE MEDICAL EXPENSES

 
BACKGROUND:
 
Counties are responsible for medical expenses for Inmates who are housed in county detention facilities and who require medical attention.  Currently, the third party provider bills the counties at the full fee rates.
 
ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:
 
Support the legislation advocated in HB319 and SM218 that requires payments made by a county or municipality to a provider for certain services for an arrested person are made at the state's Medicaid rate.

 EFFECT:
This bill would reduce expenditures by Sheriff’s Offices to the Medicaid rate for all inmate medical care, treatment and hospitalization.
UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
RETURN FULL FUNDING OF THE STATE HOUSING INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP (SHIP) PROGRAM
BACKGROUND:

 County SHIP funds were reduced in 2007 resulting in the wait-listing and subsequent cessation of application acceptance for this program.

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Restore full funding of each County’s SHIP allowance as projected prior to the reduction act.

EFFECT:

Restoration of maximum SHIP fund amounts will immediately increase the number of individuals receiving SHIP assistance.    Full funding will also reduce the current waiting lists. 




UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

SMALL AND RURAL COUNTY WASTE ASSISTANCE
BACKGROUND:

Small and rural counties have been given $2.6 million for small county solid waste management grants. This equates to a 72% decrease in FY 09/10 grant award over the FY 08/09 grant award.

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:


Putnam County would like to have continued assistance for recycling, white goods, tire removal funding, and consideration for increasing funding for grants to stimulate innovative programs.  


EFFECT:

Funding would allow Putnam County to continue our recycling efforts of increasing recycling goals and participation, thereby increasing the life of our current landfill.  
 






UPDATED 11/08
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
IMPLEMENTATION OF MASTER STORMWATER PLAN
BACKGROUND:

Putnam County has completed a Master Stormwater Plan.  Detailed engineering of individual drainage basins needs to be accomplished to specify corrective actions and work, which needs to be undertaken.

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Ensure funding will be available to match local dollar amounts necessary to implement component projects of the Plan to effect improvements to drainage systems.  

EFFECT:

The Master Stormwater plan details needed improvement to drainage systems and resulting enhancement to water quality of the St. Johns River and its tributaries and other surface water bodies.  Funding will aid in the resolution of drainage problems that are exacerbated during heavy rainfall and tropical storms and river restoration for drainage/runoff.
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2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES




SMALL COUNTY COURTHOUSE EXPANSION

BACKGROUND:
The current County Courthouse is inadequate to meet the current and future needs of 
Putnam County. More space is needed to house judicial support personnel, records, 

equipment and security enhancements.


ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:


Provide funding to assist in improving and expanding judicial facilities for personnel, records, equipment and security.


EFFECT:

This will relieve the severe overcrowding problem currently being experienced by the Putnam       County Court personnel, members of the judiciary and enhance security for Court personnel and Court patrons.
UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
   WAIVER OF MATCHING FUNDS FOR CHILD CARE FOR THE WORKING POOR
  ADMINISTERED BY THE PUTNAM/ST. JOHNS EARLY LEARNING COALITION

BACKGROUND:
Funds in Specific Appropriation 2157 require a match of six percent from local sources for working poor eligible participants on childcare slots. In-kind match is allowable provided there is not a reduction in the number of slots or level of services from the provision of in-kind match. The Agency for Workforce Innovation may adopt a policy to grant a waiver of the six percent match requirement to a rural county that demonstrates a significant hardship in meeting the match requirement. Progress towards meeting this requirement shall be monitored by the Agency for Workforce Innovation, and shall be considered satisfactorily attained if the six percent requirement is met on a statewide basis.

The population in Putnam County and other Florida Counties is approaching the 75,000-population cut off at which time they will be disqualified from receiving a rural waiver under the current rules.  On average in the 2008-2009 fiscal years, 942 children were served in Putnam County through the working poor funding stream that requires matching funds. This would have required approximately $150,000 in matching funds had the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam/St. Johns not qualified for the waiver for Putnam County, and the Early Learning Coalition was able to raise less than 10% of this amount that came from the Putnam County Board of County Commissioners.  While the population has grown since 2000, the county remains primarily rural with a population that is well below the median income with substantially more families living in poverty than Florida as a whole.  Putnam County does not have the capacity to raise matching funds in the amounts needed to forego a waiver even though the population is in dire need of School Readiness services, and is still able to demonstrate hardship in meeting the six percent match requirement as defined in FPSR-IM-FSM-03-01.

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:
To support the introduction of legislation that maintains that all counties qualifying for the matching funds for School Readiness Working Poor rural county waiver at the time of the 2000 census will continue to qualify for this program.   The qualification can continue indefinitely as long as the Early Learning coalition can demonstrate that although it has requested match from at least three sources it has been unable to raise sufficient match to support the working poor population currently served.

  
EFFECT:
This action will ensure that the working parents in search of high-quality childcare and early learning services will be afforded the opportunity of continued participation in this program.  







UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

          RODMAN RESERVOIR AS A WATER SOURCE

BACKGROUND:

Rodman Reservoir stores, at normal levels, approximately 21 billion gallons of water.  More than 646 million gallons of water flow over the Kirkpatrick Dam into the St. Johns River per day.  This volume of water makes Rodman a potential source of surface water that could provide potable water to a population in excess of one million people.

Rodman Reservoir protects the St. Johns River from an overload of nutrients by filtering the water that flows into Rodman before it flows over the Kirkpatrick Dam into the St. Johns River.

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Continue to support the preservation of Rodman Reservoir as a wildlife refuge, potential water resource and a filter of excessive nutrients for the citizens of Putnam County. Support the traditional draw down of reservoir water levels.
Support the Jim King State Reserve bill.

EFFECT:

The preservation of Rodman Reservoir will enable Putnam County to evaluate its viability as a water source when planning for a central water system to serve parts of Putnam County west of the St. Johns River, and to protect the St. Johns River from excessive nutrients.













UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

LOCAL WATER SOURCES FIRST POLICY
BACKGROUND:

The Legislature enacted CS/SB 312, which amended the Water Resources section of the Florida Statutes.  The amendment imposed a mandate upon districts to encourage the use of water from sources nearest the area of use or application. 

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Oppose legislation that impairs or modifies the policy of “Local Sources First” as codified in Chapter 373, Florida Statutes.
Oppose legislation that encourages the transporting of water from water-rich counties to water-poor counties.  

Oppose legislation that regulates the natural resources in contradiction to the public interest and detriment.

Oppose legislation that encourages the establishment of a statewide water body agency.
EFFECT:
Ensures utilization of local water to be available for local users and precludes the transfer of water from water-rich counties to water-poor counties.











UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
♦INCREASE STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

♦MULTI TYPE LIBRARY COOPERATIVE GRANTS

♦PUBLIC LIBRARY LITERACY GRANTS

♦CONTINUE FUNDING FOR THE COMMUNITY LIBRARIES IN CARING (CLIC) PROGRAM

BACKGROUND:
These programs are extremely important to public libraries located in small and rural counties. Legislative funding makes it possible to maintain current services and increase programs, which would not otherwise be possible.
ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Request support for funding of each of these programs.  

EFFECT:

This will ensure that all citizens of Florida have access to public libraries that meet per capita federal square footage standards and provide quality services and programs.











UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

COUNTY MEDICAID RESPONSIBILITIES

BACKGROUND:

Medicaid costs continue to mount for counties, and small counties are hit particularly hard due to serious consequences when low countywide taxable value is coupled with a high rate of Medicaid eligibility of the county’s population.  This ever-increasing percentage of the County’s Medicaid eligible population is due to influx from neighboring counties where the cost of living is greater. 

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Oppose legislation or regulatory action to increase the financial burden on counties for Medicaid costs.

EFFECT:

Decreasing the County’s fiscal share of Medicaid cost will reduce the disproportionate impact which has become overly burdensome on small counties.











UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES PUTNAM BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE

BACKGROUND:

Putnam Behavioral Healthcare provides substance abuse and mental health treatment for residents of Putnam County.  The agency is funded by state, federal, county funds, private insurance and patient fees.  We have approximately 1400 active patients at this time, and the state currently funds four beds in our adult residential treatment program.  

A Needs Assessment was commissioned by the Health Department, and the results indicated that psychiatric care is an area of intense need in the County, and that there is sufficient facility space for additional beds if funding can be secured.  We have part-time psychiatrist and a full-time psychiatric A.R.N.P.  

ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

Allocate additional funding to increase adult and child mental health services.
EFFECT:   

  We could serve an additional patients based on the level of additional funding.    

The Needs Assessment indicated a growth in substance abuse, domestic violence, and an
increased need for child welfare services; therefore, additional funding would allow increased

coverage in those areas of need. 

UPDATED 1/10
2010 LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
DEP DECISIONS ON PERMITTING
BACKGROUND:

Department of Environmental Protection allows various general land use activities through environmental resource permits related to development on or near wetlands.  However, they accept and process this application without formal notification to the local county governments and without confirming whether the applicant’s proposed use is allowed by the local comprehensive plan and land use regulations.
ACTION REQUESTED OF LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION:

DEP should be mandated to notify a local county government in writing by email or by letter of all applications for permits submitted to the DEP in an area within the local government’s boundaries, before they act on the permit.  The notice should allow time for the local government to respond (i.e. 21 days) and if local approvals are required, the DEP should suspend consideration of the permit until the applicant gets the local approval.  

The St. Johns River Water Management District has an excellent email notification system in place for its ERC and CUP permits, which demonstrates that such notice is appropriate and feasible.

EFFECT:

Putnam County would have input to help ensure that sites under consideration are appropriate and consistent with County’s Comprehensive Plan and land use regulations, and unnecessary expenses, confusion and conflict can be avoided for the applicant.



UPDATED 1/10
NOTES



District Office:�536 North Halifax Avenue, Suite 101 �Daytona Beach, FL 32118�(386) 238-3180�FAX (386) 238-3179


lynn.evelyn.web@flsenate.gov





District Office


4131 Northwest 28th Lane, Suite 4�Gainesville, FL 32606�(352) 375-3555 SunCom 625-6260�FAX (352) 955-6262�District wide:   1-866-778-2300 oelrich.steve.web@flsenate.gov


�





District Office:�3841 Reid Street�Suite5 


Palatka, Florida 32177                                                                                                            (386) 312-2272


joe.pickens@myfloridahouse.gov











3
25

_1289114541.bin

