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This pamphlet has been developed from 
materials provided by the  

Florida Department of  
Community Affairs (DCA).   

For more information about the DCA, 
please visit: 

www.dca.state.fl.us/ 

Mobile Homes/
Modular Homes¹: 

What are the 
Differences? 

 
Government Agencies/Offices:  

Department of Community Affairs/Florida 
Building Commission: 850-487-1824 

www.floridabuilding.org 
 

Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles: 850-922-9000  

www.hsmv.state.fl.us 
 

Florida Department of Business and  
Professional Regulation: 850-487-1395  

www.myflorida.com/dbpr/ 
 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban  
Development: 800-245-2691  

www.huduser.org 
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and U.S. Department of Energy  

ENERGY STAR Program: 888-782-7937 
www.energystar.gov 

 
Other Resources:  

Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies: 
www.jchs.harvard.edu 

 
Manufactured Housing Institute: 
www.manufacturedhousing.org 

 
mHousing.com:  

www.mhousing.com 
 

modularcenter.com:  
www.modularcenter.com 

 
The Dwell Home: 

www.thedwellhome.com/index.html 
 

Florida Manufactured Housing Association: 
www.fmha.org  

Putnam County 
Planning & Development Services 

Putnam County 
Planning & Development Services 

 

 

Stem Wall Foundation 

Pier Foundation 



     These types of houses are factory-built 

and generally differ in how much of the con-

struction occurs at the factory. The greater 

the work at the factory, the less is the need 

for labor where the home will be located.  

     Mobile home—(also called 

“manufactured home” or “HUD code home”) 

is one that is built entirely at a factory and 

usually requires hook-up of utilities and cer-

tain appliances on delivery. A two-story mo-

bile home generally requires more assembly 

on site. Today’s mobile home may be in-

stalled on a temporary or a permanent foun-

dation and could be considered real property 

by the local property appraiser. The mobile 

home owner should consult with his or her 

insurance company to determine if the mo-

bile home qualifies for real property insur-

ance. On installation, a mobile home’s 

wheels and axles may be removed, but the 

chassis must stay in place. A mobile home 

must be built in accordance with federal U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD) code that supersedes state or 

local building codes. To be acceptable in 

Florida, a mobile home must bear the HUD 

label and be secured with anchor tie-downs 

as specified in section 320.8325,  Florida 

Statutes, and installed by a mobile home in-

staller certified by the Department of High-

way Safety and Motor Vehicles.  

     Modular home—is one that is built in 

sections (modules) at a factory and assem-

bled on site. A modular home may also re-

quire finishing work (such as carpet, paint, 

appliances) on site, and it may have multiple 

stories. A modular home must be designed, 

permitted, built, and inspected in accordance 

with the Florida Building Code (FBC) and 

installed on a permanent foundation designed 

and built specifically for that home. To be 

acceptable in Florida, a modular home must 

bear the insignia of the Florida Department 

of Community Affairs (DCA) on the inside 

of the cover of the home’s electrical panel 

and be installed by a contractor licensed by 

the Construction Industry Licensing Board to 

build site built homes.  

     Different, but related, types of homes in-

clude:  

     Panelized home—is one for which whole 

wall panels are built at the factory and con-

nected or installed on site. A panelized home 

must be designed, permitted, built, and in-

spected in accordance with the Florida Build-

ing Code.  

     Pre-cut home—is one for which the 

building materials for that home are cut and 

sized at a factory and assembled on site. A 

pre-cut home must be designed, permitted, 

built, and inspected in accordance with the 

Florida Building Code.  

1DISCLAIMER – This piece is intended to give the reader only 

general factual information current at the time of publication. 

This piece is not a substitute for professional advice and should 

not be used for guidance or decisions related to a specific design 

or construction project. This piece is not intended to reflect the 

opinion of any of the entities, agencies or organizations identified 

in the materials and, if any opinions appear, are those of the 

individual author and should not be relied upon in any event. 

Applicable to 2004 Florida Building Code.  

Cautions:  
• On site components or additions (such as 
foundations, garages, or porches) are likely 
to require separate and different approval by 
the local building department.  
• Review, inspection, and approval from 
more than one government agency may be 
required for any of these types of homes, 
and advance planning is very important.  

• Design and construction professionals gen-
erally must be licensed for this work, and 
your ability to obtain final approvals, financ-
ing, insurance, or protection from liability 
may depend on the use of properly licensed 
persons.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



